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At the end of June, we took a group of cars to Sheppy’s Cider Farm for a drive and taster day, we had a lovely 
tour, and we all enjoyed it, our thanks to Diane Coles for organizing the day. 

On the 6th of July we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the NDSCCC. With over 100 people aƩending and 60 
cars (not all classics). We had a great day with food and music from the group Nothing but Treble at a great 
venue of Riverside Caravan Campsite.  We made a presentaƟon to two founding members of the NDSCCC. My 
thanks go to all members who came along to help make the day a lovely success. 

Powderham - On a very hot weekend we had a total of 31 cars aƩending to help celebrate our 40th anniver-
sary. On the Saturday quite a few members managed to dig out some 80s aƫre to put a smile on ours and 
other people’s faces. A lot of laughs were had and there were lots to see and do. If it was your first Ɵme going 
to this event it would have seemed fantasƟc with it being Crash Box’s 50th year of running the event.  My 
thanks go to all who helped me to set up and take down the club stand. 

Rosemoor - In a fantasƟc seƫng, the club had a stand on Saturday & Sunday and with  over 50 members cars 
over the 2 days it all added to a fantasƟc show.  With bacon baps and tea and coffee we were all looked aŌer 
royally by Ian & Claire McPhie plus Lesley and the great sum of £43.28 was made for this year’s charity. Ian 
asked me to say thank you to all who helped over the weekend. Always great teamwork. 

Braunton Wheels - With 30 plus cars the club had a stand at Braunton, our thanks go to Ann & John White-
head for organising this event and to those who helped them set it up. 

My final words are to all members who helped to make July a complete success, without you guys turning up 
the shows would not be the same, so from myself and all those who organize events THANK YOU. 

PS. Our big fundraising event NDFoT is on the 10th August, if you have not booked in so far, please do, fill out 
the applicaƟon form. 

Cheers Mark 



NDSCCC NewsleƩer  3 

 

 

NDSCCC COMMITTEE  -  2025 /2026 

CHAIR 
Mark Coles - 01271 375952  
 
gardenbirds1962@gmail.com 

VICE CHAIR  
Ian McPhie— 07360 220093  
 
ian.mcphie@live.co.uk 

SECRETARY 
Clare Kane  
152 Moreton Park Rd  
Bideford  
Devon EX39 3HB  
07837 364841  
ndscccsec@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  
Bob Meller 
40 Daneshay 
Northam 
Devon EX39 1DG 
07773 578282 
ndsccc.membership@gmail.com 

TREASURER  
Clive England  
The Acers  
Goats Hill Rd  
Northam 
Devon EX39 1AJ  
07771 887094  
clive@spikynorman.net 
 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Bob Meller  
07773 578282 
ndsccc.newsleƩer@gmail.com 

EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS 
 

Di Coles  - 01271 375952  
macdes54@gmail.com 
 
Mike Simpkins 
m.simpkins893@bƟnternet.com  
 
Ant Kane — 07823 447469 
antkane25@gmail.com  
 
John Whitehead—01271 866213  -  07752 576668  
johnwhitehead1947@gmail.com 
 
Alastair Young 
alastairjyoung@gmail.com 
 
Robin Smith—07971493811 
robin@rjs61.net 
 

SOCIAL REP. 
Judy Down — 07870 818011 
jdown24@hotmail.com 

CHARITY & FUNDRAISING LIAISON  
Ann Whitehead — 01271 866213 
annwhitehead1947@hotmail.com 

MERCHANDISE  CO-ORDINATOR  
Rob MarƟn  
robjohn.marƟn60@gmail.com 

 

MEDIA TECHNICIAN 
Tim Barker - Website / Social Media  
tjambarker@yahoo.com  
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NDSCCC EVENTS CALENDAR—2025  

IMPORTANT - Please note:  
 
At all Club events, a member of your commiƩee may take details of you and your car. This is for 
several reasons:- 
  
1 — It allows the Club to check that your membership is current and therefore you are covered 
by our insurance  
2 — It allows the Club to keep the database of vehicles current  
3 — It allows us to track aƩendance to see how viable / popular events are 
 
All informaƟon is solely for the use of the Club  and no informaƟon is passed on to third parƟes.  
We trust you will support us in this maƩer.  
 
If you do not agree, please let the Membership Secretary know. 

MEETING POINTS FOR EVENTS 
 
To keep things simple, the following meeƟng points will be used for events 
 
Bideford – Affinity (AtlanƟc Village) Main Car Park, Clovelly Rd, Bideford EX39 3QU 
 
Barnstaple – Tesco Car Park, Rose Lane, Barnstaple EX32 8PG 
 
Tiverton—Homebase Car Park, Lowman Way, Tiverton EX16 6SR  
 
South Molton – Eastbound Truck Stop on A361, South Molton EX36 4RZ 



NDSCCC NewsleƩer  17 

 

NDSCCC— Members Cars 
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NDSCCC— Where We’ve Been 
NDSCCC 40th  

4oth celebraƟons at River-
side Caravan Park was well 
aƩended. 

 

A run  (for some) was done 
beforehand. 

 

BBQ,  music and  much 
naƩering was done! 

 

 

Thanks to CommiƩee for 
organising … we even had a 
Red Arrows fly past!! 
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NDSCCC— Where We’ve Been 
Powderham 
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NDSCCC— Where We’ve Been 
Rosemoor 
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NDSCCC— Where We’ve Been 
Braunton 
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NDSCCC— Member ContribuƟon 
Kevin Burridge—Total A-Mas-ement 

Recently we had this ever so lovely MaseraƟ Merak limp into our yard feeling sounding very sickly indeed. Its deep black 
paintwork and pointy Italdesign lines being let down by it’s coughing and spluƩering (now 3 cylinder) engine. On first 
inspecƟon with it running, it was soon established that the right bank of cylinders weren’t firing, and as the car runs 2 
separate coils, a quick swap over with leads showed us that indeed the coil pack had failed. For the low cost of coils, we 
replaced both and leŌ the remaining good one in the car. Whilst I was doing the basic checks I found that some plugs 
were far cleaner than others, indicƟng that the carbs were far out of balance. I had the very inconvenient job of remov-
ing the airbox, which was not as straighƞorward as you’d hope due to the less than convenient design of welding the 
studs to the base plate of the airbox. The airbox lid studs (Which are welded to the base plate may I add) being 2 inches 
in height, with only 1 ½  space to the boƩom of the Bulkead. Meaning I had to liŌ the airbox up with one hand, and undo 
the mounƟng nuts through the gap with the other, before pulling everything backwards to gain access to the tops of the 
carbs. The MaseraƟ has a compact liƩle V6 with 3 sets of Weber DCNFs, all sharing one throƩle linkage bar. First I ad-
justed the locknuts to match the posiƟons of the buƩerflys so all the carbs opened at the same Ɵme, which already 
made a big difference to the airflow through the carbs, and later Kevin adjusted the mixture individually to bring the 
hydrocarbons to a good level. He uses the gas analyzer and his vast knowledge to find the right balance. A lot of folk fo-
cus too much on bringing the CO levels to a point where they are nearly matching a modern car, figures as low as 1.5 or 
2% CO, (a modern petrol car is 0.2%). But the truth is that due to the poor quality of modern petrol compared to the 
petrol that was around when these engines were new, and also the “anƟquated” designs of inlet manifolds and cylinder 
heads, it is impossible to get the older cars running nicely with the “correct” air fuel raƟo. The extra fuel serves a pur-
pose of prevenƟng fuel evaporaƟon in the manifold or carbs. We find with many classics we end up with a CO raƟng of 
nearly 6% in some cases to get the engine sounding its sweetest, relying more on the hydrocarbon figures to determine 
the right tune of the vehicle. If you check our Instagram page you can see videos before and aŌer we balanced the 
carbs.  

Once we had got the engine tuned and running smoothly again, all that was leŌ to do was refit the suspension arms, as 
Kevin eagle-eye noƟced the rear wishbones had been fiƩed back to front meaning every Ɵme the suspension com-
pressed, the reinforcement secƟons whacked the exhaust manifolds and dented them, as well as the driveshaŌ bolts 
being loose, so also dealt with those while we were in there.  Once all done, gave it a light wash off and returned to the 
customer who was very happy with how the pointy girl was driving again. A nice successful turnaround.  

Elliot 



NDSCCC NewsleƩer  23 

 

NDSCCC Membership 

CLUB SHOP 

THERMAL INSULATED MUGS £8 each, 2 for £15 
UMBRELLAS £20 

CAPS AND BEANIES £10 each 
NOTEBOOK/PEN SET £5 each 

CLUB KEYRING £2 each 
IRON ON CLOTH BADGES £3 each 
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NDSCCC  -  Members AdverƟsement  
NDSCCC does not endorse any product or service appearing in the classified  

advertising featured in this Newsletter.  

Members are invited to adverƟse here free of charge. 
Adverts will run for 3 issues unless the Editor is contacted to renew / cancel. 
Anything car / garage related – for sale or wanted. 
 

WANTED 
Any automobile related signage, suitable artefacts etc. for my "man cave".  
Cash wait ing. Please contact Tim  t imhatcher63@gmail.com or 07968434577 

Stock photo – not really Tim’s Man Cave 
 

WANTED  
Any automobile related signage, suitable artefacts etc. for my "man cave".   
Cash waiƟng. Please contact Tim  Ɵmhatcher63@gmail.com or 07968434577 

03 
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NDSCCC  - CLASSIFIEDS   
NDSCCC does not endorse any product or service appearing in the classified  

advertising featured in this Newsletter.  
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NDSCCC  - CLASSIFIEDS  
NDSCCC does not endorse any product or service appearing in the classified  

advertising featured in this Newsletter.  

 

NDSCCC  - CLASSIFIEDS  
NDSCCC does not endorse any product or service appearing in the classified  

advertising featured in this Newsletter.  

Woodside Garage 
Newtown 
Bishops Nympton 
South Molton 
Devon 
EX36 3QP  

A small petrol staƟon built in 
the 1950s, on the old route of 
the A361.  
The road was realigned in the 
1980s, and re-joining the road 
when heading east requires a 
short detour.  
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NDSCCC  - CLASSIFIEDS  
NDSCCC does not endorse any product or service appearing in the classified  

advertising featured in this Newsletter.  

Dave Baskerville Auto Services Ltd are one of the leading specialists in classic, historic, sport, rally and performance cars in the South 
West.  Our expert knowledge based on nearly 40 years experience and technology allows us to service maintain and prepare a wide 
range of cars. If you are into classic cars for everyday road use or into rallying, auto /rallycross, hill climbs, endurance or indeed mo-
torsport generally and you need engine rebuilds / tuning, transmission rebuilds, preparaƟon etc. then come to  
www.davebaskervilleautoservices.co.uk  
 


